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Big box developer eyes 29

By KURT SCHAUPPNER
The Desert Trail
TWENTYNINE PALMS — Is a

major retail development, one which
could add 700,000 square feet of build-
ing space to the area, in the works for a
spot just outside the Marine Corps Air
Ground Combat Center?

This is largely up to the developer,
JGD Development of Bloomington,
which has already made plans to build a
mini storage facility on part of a 95-acre
site on the northeast corner of Adobe
Road and Valle Vista Road, Community
Development Director Alex Meyerhoff
said Tuesday morning, Jan. 23.

“The city approved a mini storage on
the site last year,” Meyerhoff said.

The parcel of land, he noted, butts up

— -

against the southern border of the
Marine base.

Developers, he confirmed, are
proposing a mixed-use retail develop-
ment with 700,000 square feet of gross
building area, including retail, restau-
rants, a hotel and some office buildings.

“They haven’t identified any of the
tenants yet,” he said.

Tentative plans, he said, show a gas
station on the corner, a two-story hotel
with 115 rooms, four restaurants and a
number of other retail-oriented build-
ings. o

Among other things, plans call for
retail units of 101,000, 57,000 and
34,000 square feet. One space is shown
on plans as a garden center.
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Those plans, he noted, were the sub-
ject of a pre-application meeting on
Tuesday, Jan. 16.

*“The. city staff invited all the respon-
sible agencies,” he said, noting that this
includes water and school districts, sher-
iff and fire, county environmental health
and utility districts.

In the end, he said, developers met
with himself, City Engineer Richard
Pederson and Planning Commission
Chairman Irving “Stony” Stone.

The meeting, Meyerhoff said, includ-
ed discussion of traffic signals, site
access, undergrounding of utilities, the
affect on the city’s night sky, ADA
access, sidewalks, street improvements
and transit improvements.

“I think this will provide needed
retail service directly adjacent to the
users on base,” Meyerhoff said, adding
that he did not think it would adversely
affect the city’s plans to revitalize down-
town Twentynine Palms.

“You certainly would not want big
boxes downtown,” he said. “This is not
necessarily competing with what we are
trying to do downtown.”

After taking city officials comments,
Meyerhoff said, developers will update
their plans before submitting an applica-
tion.

“The ball is totally in their court,” he
said, adding that developers are also in
the midst of marketing the site to poten-
tial tenants.
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