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Center development will be tenant-driven

By KURT SCHAUPPNER
The Desert Trail
TWENTYNINE PALMS — Cre-

ation of a proposed 700,000-square
foot-retail development will be driven
by acqmsmon of tenants, one of the
partners in the venture said Tuesday
morning, Jan. 30.

John Malone is one of three part-

ners — the others are Greg Bolinger”

and Dennis Reiger — who bought land
on Adobe Road just south of the
Marine Corps Air Ground Combat
Center and ate making plans to devel-
op a major retail center there.

Malone, who said he is the more

conservative of the three, noted he felt

work could begin on the new center
within the next 18 months. The part-
ners have already gotten approval for a
mini storage center on the same prop-
erty. He noted thiey purchased the land
in January 2005, first with- the idea of
owning land in Twentynine Palms and
then with the idea of putting together a
development which would work- on
that land.

“We didn’t know if we would ]ust
hold. it or develop it,” he said of the
partners’ initial plans.

After the city approved the mini-

storage center, however, the trio-began-

to believe that the site would be a good
place for a shopping center.

“We’ve done well to buy land
where. growth is not there yet,” he said.
“We kind of look for land a httle bn
ahead of growth.”

Twentynine Palms, he said, is a
very dynamic city. He added that both
the military and: civilian populations
help make it dynamic. Having taken

. part in a pre-application meeting with

city officials, the development partners

are now looking for tenants and have |

not determined what businesses will be
included in the center. ,
“The tenants will determine what

goes in-there,” he'said, noting that the
three men have been approached for a
gas station and by people related to a
pharmacy. He also said four large
retailers have expressed interest.

“The process for these types of ‘

developments -is longer than. people
sometimes think,” he cautioned.
“Probably- withirt 18 months we hope
to see something. That would be the
nearest time that you would see work
on'it.
- He admitted, however, that he is the
more conservative of the three.
“Right -now we are working on
building to suit tenants, tenants that are

willing to execute a lease,” he said.

He noted that' the pre-application
meeting left the partners with a good -
indication of sypport for the project
from the city.

“We felt supported at the time,” he

Csadd. N

“We have agents who are out there
looking and talking to people.”

. He added that trio’ will come back

to the city with an application when

- the first tenant is signed.

“If we happened to have three or
four that would be great)” he added.
“The first tenant will drive the apphca—
tion.”
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