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DeMeo aims to boost JINP's budget |

JOSHUA TREE — Deborah DeMeo
is now California desert program man-
ager for the National Park Conservation
- Association. L

She previously.served as a field rep-
resentative for the organization and

-moved into -the lead position when
~Howard Gross accepted new. duties in
Santa Fe, N.M., as exécutive director of
the Forest Guild. -

A six-year resident of the Morongo
.Basin, DeMeo joined the NPCA in 2004
.and has-accomplished several projects,
“including collaboration on media publi-

" cations promoting greater national park

visitation and increased public support,
NPCA is.an advocacy group for the

Natlonal Park Service and has, among

other thmgs taken-a natlonal leadership
position in a campaign to" restore full
national park funding and reverse a

deficit in park maintenance that has-

developed ‘over several years-of ‘budget
shortfalls written in Congress.

In her -new position, DeMeo will
diréct the progress of this and other
NPCA efforts in this part 'of the South-
west desert. -

The primary facilities falling' under
her vigilance are Joshua Tree and Death
Valley national parks and the Mojave
Nationdl Preserve. .

Added to these are the National His-
toric Highway Route 66 and two Nation-

“al Historic Trails: Juan Bautista de Anza

and the Old Spanish Highway.

Some of DeMeo s work involves
fund—ralsmg and helping - to develop
stronger relationships between parks and

their neighboring communities, as well

as following-developments in her region
that might affect the federal properties.
Coming to the position with a bache-

‘lor’s degree in- bioengineering and a

master’s in environmental education,
DeMeo is committed to NPCA’s purpose
because of its solid record in making a
“substantial and sustained investment in
protecting our - parks from encroach-
ments of urban expansion, climate
change and threats to habitat.”

A self-professed “lover of everything .

desert,” she believes that more educa-
tional opportunities will play a great role
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in securing the kind of public support
needed to preserve the country’s natural
and cultural heritage into the future.

High.on DeMeo’s priority list is the
NPCA’s support of the Centennial Chal-
lengé. This campaign is *soliciting
pledges from citizens in support . of
achieving full national park budget and
maintenance sufficiency. by 2016, when
the service will celebrate -its 100th
anniversary.

Anyone - interested in making a
pledge can read more about the project
at www.npca.org/fixourparks, or call

. DeMeo at 366-7785.

Her office is located in Joshua Tree at
71325 Nentymne Palms nghway,
Su1te B.
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