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Upgrades coming to MCAGCC

'MCAGCC— The U.S. House and Seii- ..
ate has ‘approved $63 mitlion in projects for: -

the Marine Corps Air Grourid Combat Cen-.
ter in Twentynine Palms as pait of the final
$447 billion fiscal year 2007 spending blll
for the Department of Defense:

The funding will help speed develop-

ment of an expanded urban: watfare ¢enter -

at the Marine base, said Congressman Jerry
Lewis, R-Redlands. :
The expansion will fake plaCe at Mojave.

Viper,-4. complex with ‘simulated Iraqi vil<

lages’ which has. provided nearly all of the

Marines in thé Middle Bast with realistic

traihing in-dealing with urban warfare and -

civilian ifteraction,

The. villages. include a mosque “and-

buildings that are designed to replicate real
conditions in the nations where Marines are
fighting. .

\

Marines and actors .in costume help

those-in: training - learn how ‘to;-deal ‘with
insurgents mmglmg with law—abxdmg citi-"

zens.
The Marines have developed a plan to
créate ‘a much larger. urban, facility * that

~alfows for the coordinated trammg of bat-

tation=size forces.

" The - Defense Appropriations bﬂ]

includes $60.8 million to speed up devel-

opment of the Taoility. -
The Senate‘is expected: to approve the.

finaliversion of the bill and send. 1t to.the

Pres:dent this week: .
I addition'to the Defense Appropna-

" tions'- funding,  the House "already’ has
;appioved $19 million for the urban warfare™

center ag part of the fiscal yeat'2007 Mili-

-tary Quality of Life Appropriations Biil.

“That bill has not yet been approved: by

. .the Senate,

The Pentagon spendmg bill * was .

-dpproved on’a:394-22 vote in the House
_:and 100-0:in:the Senate:

.- Presiderit Bush has said he w111 s1gn it,
Lewis reported
lis-provisions itook effect’ Supday; Oct.
1,.the:beginning of the federal fiscal year,
Other funding approved by Congress for
the Twentynine -Palixis base in the defense
spending bill includes; -
.+ ¢.$3.2. million"for developmenit of. new

ftechnology that will allow for more preclse' ’
. tracking of Jet fighters:and helico &?rs i

the. mountainous “iérrain around enty- .

-nine.Palmms:

+ $1.6 million to develop technology
that can provide a sophisticated derial suc-
vey of training areas to detect unexploded
ordnance.




